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SUBJ: CHARGE CONVERSATION WITH INTERIOR MINISTER SAMAK ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: BANGKOK I83I7 

1. DURING THE COURSE OP CHARGE'S AUGUST 18 CALL ON INTERIOR 
MINISTER SAMAK SUNTHORAWET (REPTEL), THE SUBJECT OP HUMAN RIGHTS 
CAME UP. SAMAK TOLD THE CHARGE THAT HE THOUGHT HE (THE CHARGE) 
WOULD PIND BANGKOK A SAPER PLACE TO LIVE THAN IT WAS PROM 1973-76, 
SINCE THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT WAS CRACKING DOWN SEVERELY ON 
CRIMINALS AND "UNDESIRABLE ELEMENTS". THE CHARGE USED THIS 
OPPORTUNITY TO MENTION THE USG'S COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS, 

AND REPERRED SPECIPICALLY TO DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER'S 
AUGUST 9 SPEECH ON THE SUBJECT. SAMAK SAID THAT HE HAD READ THE 
SPEECH AND THAT THE RTG, TOO, RELIEVED IN HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
SUPPORTED PRESIDENT CARTER'S POLICIES IN THIS AREA. HE ASKED, 

HOWEVER, POR US UNDERSTANDING OP THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
NOW PACING THAILAND, PROBLEMS WHICH MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE POR THE RTG 
PRESENTLY TO ALLOW LIBERTIES COMPARABLE TO THOSE ENJOYED IN THE 
US. CHARGE NOTED THAT, AS DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER HAD 

SAID TO THE PRIME MINISTER, IT IS IMPORTANT TO ESTABLISH A 

TREND AND DIRECTION TO GOVERNMENT ACTIONS LEADING TOWARD GREATER 
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POLITICAL RIGHTS. 

2. THE MINISTER SAID SOME SEVENTY STUDENTS ARE PRESENTLY AWAITING 
TRIAL IN CONNECTION WITH THE OCTOBER 6 INCIDENT AT THAMMASART 
UNIVERSITY, AND THAT THEIR CASES WILL BE HANDLED BY THE COURTS 

IN THE NORMAL PASHION. THE CHARGE SAID THAT WE WERE PLEASED 
THAT THESE CASES WOULD RECEIVE DUE PROCESS IN OPEN COURT. HE 
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ALSO SAID THAT IT WAS IMPRTANT THAT THERE BE A GENERAL PERCEPTION 
THAT THE TRIALS ARE CONDUCTED WITH A CLEAR REGARD TO DUE PROCESS. 

3. COMMENT: SAMAK COMMENTS WERE EAIRLY STANDARD FARE EOR HIM; 

HOWEVER, THEY DID AEFORD OPPORTUNITY FOR CHARGE IN LOW KEY TO 
MAKE A EEW USEFUL POINTS WITH REGARD TO OUR HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY. SAMAK ACCEPTED COMMENTS AMICABLY AND WITHOUT CONTENTION. 

O'DONOHUE 
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NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BANGK018463 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770301-0647 

Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770841/aaaabiob.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 63c28457-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 77 BANGKOK 18317 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1541828 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CHARGE CONVERSATION WITH INTERIOR MINISTER SAMAK ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
TAGS: PINT, TH, US, (SAMAK SUNTHORAWET) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/63c28457-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



